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25X14 Soviet Use of Japanese FOV In bor 
1. During the winter of [| the POW labor battalion of which 25X1 
' member wes engaced in the tramortation of "war trophies” br alad and track 25x 
acrogs the frozen Heilung Lue] River from Feiho (127-1, 50-15), Manchuri 
to Blagoveshobensk/ Siberia. 25X11 


2. after completing the above traneportation the oattalion was split. with some_of 
the POW's detailed to work in the fielde and some to factorias anc mills. 
rengined in Blagoveshchensk. Japaneee officers were separated from WCO's and 

25X11 Gulissed aan al were teken, o141] woarlag Gasir axwy usiforus, to ovher sections 
: of Siberip. 
[| ‘the past experience of the individual POW was ueually the determining factor in 
hia assignment by the Sovist authorities. 


Trentment and Political Inductrination of Japaneses: POWs 


53. The heavy clothing worn by the POW's waa taken fron them during proceasing and 
Gag Wece Liiagd uo chosing miter aastenment to a iabor Battalion. Tha food 
25x11 ae extoamely bad end of insufficient quantity. Ualnutribion waa prevalent and 
typhus hecess severe. 
[ Of the 2,000 men originally in source's POW battalion, approximetely two-thirde 
died from a combination cf asinutrition, trohus ond the bitter cold. 


4. No smisement was provided for the POWs, and vhan an ntteaapt was made to organize 
.& Varigty ahow it wee fTourd tint gntherings of more than thirty persons were 
prohibited. The FOW's gnolcsd "nugwort" and dried leaves, and used newspapere 
for ¢lgarette paper. 


oS. A hoanltel was opened, 60% thare was no oqripment, and the only medicines evallable 
were thoge brought by the Jnpeneee soldiers themselves. There ware few doctors, 
Mit govrcral sureee ministered to the 111, 

6. Lectures given at weekly or twice-woskly meetings of the battalion called by 
the Soviets included a) praise of the principles of Communiam, and b) analysis 
of the errors of Japanes@ militearien, the faults of the “Zaibatsu and the 
errora of Japan's politics and foreign policy. 
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Food was scarce and the shortage of goods was seute; children ware, for thea most 
part, without shoes and clothing adequate to protect them from the savere cold. 
The residents begged constantly from Soviet soldiers passing through the city, 
and the POW's traded them socks and underwear for goods such as tobaces. 


Homipgent of Soviet Troops 


Military equipment of Soviet troops was of poor quality. Arma ¢arviad hy ths 
Soviet soldiers appeared to be » combination of various waapone, some probably 
captured on the Rusge-Garunn front, of Gerdan, Japanese and Soviet make. The 
elething worn by the soldiers was shabby and their shose were of rubber, which 
had broken and cracked. 
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